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J. LOHR VINEYARDS & WINES NAMES BRENDEN WOOD RED WINEMAKER 

 

 

San Jose, Calif. – May 8, 2019 – J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines is pleased to announce the 

promotion of Brenden Wood from assistant winemaker to red winemaker, the position formerly 

held by Steve Peck, who was promoted in September 2018 to director of winemaking. 

Celebrating his 15th anniversary with J. Lohr this year, Brenden will be responsible for all tiers of 

red wine in the family-owned-and-operated winery’s portfolio, and will continue to work 

alongside the winemaking leadership group that includes Director of Winemaking Steve Peck, 

Winemaker, White Wines Kristen Barnhisel, Production Winemaker Karl Antink, and 

President/COO Jeff Meier. 

 

“Our team has never been in a better position to deliver the exceptional quality and consistency 

that J. Lohr is known for,” said J. Lohr Director of Winemaking Steve Peck. “Brenden has long 

been relied upon for his thoughtful design and delivery of the winemaking plan that leads to the 

successful house style found in all of our red wines. This well-deserved promotion represents a 

natural evolution of his responsibilities.” 

 

Brenden cultivated an interest in wine and beer as a student at California Polytechnic State 

University (Cal Poly) while pursuing his B.S. degree in biochemistry. Armed with scientific 

knowledge and an appreciation of fermentation science, Brenden began crafting his own small 

lots of wine as a student. As his passion for wine grew, so did his travels, which led him to 

explore the great winegrowing regions of France and Italy. After working two harvests in Paso 

Robles to gain practical winemaking experience, Brenden joined J. Lohr in 2004 as a lab 
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technician, where he ran daily quality control analyses while helping to develop several leading-

edge tools for color and tannin analysis. In 2007, Brenden was promoted to enologist and began 

working closely with Steve Peck and Jeff Meier to further enhance quality in every aspect of J. 

Lohr’s red winemaking program. Recognized for his deep foundation in the technical aspects of 

winemaking—coupled with his appreciation for the artistry of the blend—Brenden was 

promoted to assistant winemaker in 2010. 

 

“Brenden has keen sensory skills and a very friendly, authentic demeanor in addition to his 

winemaking acumen.” said President/COO Jeff Meier. “With the importance of the red 

winemaking program to J. Lohr’s portfolio, we couldn’t be more pleased to elevate Brenden to 

this pivotal position, and look forward to his continued leadership and winemaking 

contributions.” 

 

About J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines 

Founded forty-five years ago by Jerry Lohr and still family owned and operated today, J. Lohr 

Vineyards & Wines crafts a full line of internationally recognized wines from its 4,000 acres of 

certified sustainable estate vineyards in Paso Robles, Monterey County’s Arroyo Seco and Santa 

Lucia Highlands appellations, and St. Helena in the Napa Valley.  Offering an expressive range 

of styles that showcase its estate fruit, J. Lohr produces five tiers of award-winning wines: J. 

Lohr Estates, J. Lohr Vineyard Series, J. Lohr Cuvée Series, J. Lohr Gesture and J. Lohr 

Signature Cabernet Sauvignon. The J. Lohr Wine Centers in Paso Robles and San Jose welcome 

visitors daily, and the company’s online home is jlohr.com. 

 

### 

 

            

 


